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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1243

Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives Kretz,
Bl ake, Haigh, Smth, Johnson, Kelley, Finn, Warnick, Meller, Harris,
Roberts, MCune, Stanford, Hal er, Taylor, and Condotta)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 15/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to crimes against aninmals belonging to another
person; anmendi ng RCW 4. 24.320 and 16.52.011; adding a new section to
chapter 16.52 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is unlawful for a person to, with malice, kill or cause
substantial bodily harmto |ivestock bel ongi ng to anot her person.

(2) Aviolation of this section constitutes a class C fel ony.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "malice" has the sane neaning
as provided in RCW9A. 04. 110, but applied to acts agai nst |ivestock.

Sec. 2. RCW4.24.320 and 2005 ¢ 419 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any person ((whe—suffers—darmage—to)) whose |livestock is damaged as
a result of actions described in RCW 16.52.205 or any owner of
| ivestock who suffers damage as a result of a willful, unauthorized act
described in RCW9A. 56.080 ((er)), 9A. 56.083, or section 1 of this act
may bring an action agai nst the person or persons commtting the act in
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a court of conpetent jurisdiction for exenplary damages up to three
times the actual damages sustained, plus attorney's fees. As used in
this section, "livestock” means the animls specified in RCW9A 56. 080
and 16.52.011.

Sec. 3. RCW16.52.011 and 2009 ¢ 287 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Principles of liability as defined in chapter 9A 08 RCW apply
to this chapter

(2) The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Abandons" neans the know ng or reckl ess desertion of an ani nal
by its owner or the causing of the animal to be deserted by its owner,
in any place, w thout making provisions for the animal's adequate care.

(b) "Animal" neans any nonhuman nmamal, bird, reptile, or
anphi bi an.

(c) "Animal care and control agency"™ neans any city or county
ani mal control agency or authority authorized to enforce city or county
muni ci pal ordinances regulating the care, control, licensing, or
treatnment of animals within the city or county, and any corporation
organi zed under RCW 16.52.020 that contracts with a city or county to
enforce the city or county ordinances governing animl care and
control

(d) "Animal control officer" means any individual enployed,
contracted, or appointed pursuant to RCW 16.52.025 by an animal care
and control agency or humane society to aid in the enforcenent of
ordi nances or |laws regulating the care and control of aninmals. For
purposes of this chapter, the term "animal control officer"” shall be
interpreted to include "humane officer” as defined in (f) of this
subsecti on and RCW16. 52. 025.

(e) "Euthanasia" neans the humane destruction of an aninal
acconpl i shed by a nethod that involves instantaneous unconsci ousness
and imredi ate death, or by a nethod that causes painless [oss of
consci ousness, and death during the | oss of consci ousness.

(f) "Humane officer"” neans any individual enployed, contracted, or
appoi nted by an aninmal care and control agency or humane society as
aut hori zed under RCW16. 52. 025.
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(g) "Law enforcenent agency" neans a general authority WAshi ngton
| aw enf orcenent agency as defined in RCW 10. 93. 020.

(h) "Necessary food" neans the provision at suitable intervals of
whol esonme foodstuff suitable for the aninmal's age and species and
sufficient to provide a reasonable | evel of nutrition for the aninal.

(i) "Omer" means a person who has a right, claim title, |lega
share, or right of possession to an animal or a person having | aw ul
control, custody, or possession of an aninal.

(j) "Person" neans individuals, cor porations, part ner shi ps,
associ ations, or other legal entities, and agents of those entities.

(k) "Simlar animal" neans an aninmal classified in the same genus.

(I') "Substantial bodily harnmf neans substantial bodily harm as
defined in RCW9A. 04. 110.

(m _"Livestock" includes, but is not |limted to, horses, nules,
cattle, sheep, swine, goats, and bison.
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